THE THIRD PARLIAMENT             481

had been called to the Lords, and the ninety members 1658 excluded from the former session were now admitted. Oliver opened the proceedings in a speech in the upper House, in which for the first time he addressed his hearers as " My lords and gentlemen." Leaving to Nathaniel Fiennes, who followed him, the task of defending the recent changes, he summoned his parliament to confidence and hope. They had been passing through the furnace, and had emerged purified. They had won peace and liberty for true religion ; let them build on this firm foundation. He was ill and could only speak briefly, so he concluded with a passionate exhortation: "If God shall bless you in this work, and make this meeting happy on this account, you shall be called the Blessed of the Lord. The generations to come will bless you. You shall be the ' repairers of breaches and the restorers of paths to dwell in.' And if there be any higher work that mortals can attain to in the world beyond this, I acknowledge my ignorance of it."1

His hopes were speedily dashed. On the benches sat the old guard of the republicans, veterans of the Long Parliament, men like Arthur Haselrig and Thomas Scot, John Weaver and Luke Robinson. They were the skilled parliamentary hands, who well understood the technique of obstruction. No practical needs could bend their stubborn pedantry; they could not see that to upset the new regime meant the restoration of the old, with the Tower and the gallows waiting for themselves. On January 22 they opened the fight with an attack upon the new House of Lords. The group was a mutual-admiration society working closely together, and, since the best parliamentarians among Oliver's friends had gone to the upper chamber, they easily dominated the debate. They would not hear the name of "Lords," since it meant a restoration of an old infamy; at the best it was " the other House." They would have no second chamber which was a clog upon the Commons, and therefore upon the people of England. With the snobbery of their type they attacked its composition,
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